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ASTRONOMERS SORT GALAKIES using the “tuning fork” classification scheme
developed by American astronomer Edwin Hubble in the 1920s. Accarding to
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this system, galaxies come in three basic wpes: elliptical [represented by the
handie of the fork at right], spiral [shawn as prangs] and irregular [shown
below at left]. The smallest galaxies, known as dwarfs, have their own
uncertain taxonomy

‘Within each of the 1ypes are sublygpes that depand on the details of the
galaxy's shape. Gaing from the top of the tuning fark 1o the botiom, the galactic
disk becomes mare prominent in aptical images and the central bulge less so.
The different Hubble tupes may represent various stages of develapment,
Galaxies start off a5 &
1hey appear irregular, and end up as ellipticals or as spirals with bulges.

irals withaut bulges, undergo a collision during which
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